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@ HE very great Run Pafquin 
® has already had, and is ftill 
like to have, is the fevereft 
Blow, that cou’d be given to 
our Theatres, and the ftrong- 
eft Confirmation of an Opi- 
nion, [have ventured, fing/y, 
to advance, viz. That the 
INBAAERE Stage may, (and as it may, 
ought to) be /upported without PANTOMIME. While 
our Theatrick Sovereigns, with the beft Actors the 
Age canafford, are forced to call in the Affiftance 
furprifing Transformations, 
beautiful Landfcapces, Daicers, (the very belt, both 
in the graceful and humourous Manner) and in fhort, 
all the attendant Powers of inexplicable Dumb Shew, 
at a very great Expence; a Gentleman, under the 
Difadvantege of a very bad roufe, with fcarce an 
Actor, and at very little Expence, by the fingle Power 
of Satire, Wit, and Corrmoz § enfe, has been able to 
run a Play on for 24 Nights, which is now, éut 
beginning to ri/é in the Opinion of the Town. 





Bur thisis not all; Frivel/?s Benefit has pafs'd, 
without an Article mentioned in any Paper, of a 
{ingle Prefent made hiro; nay, 1 have been told, 
{ome of the Sub{cribers #/ed their Vickets; yet every 
body can remember laft Year, what an Epicemical 
Madnefs was diffufed all over the Town, caught by 
a Poifon he communicated to every body within the 
Reach of his Breath, again{t which there cou’d then 
be found no Astidote, nay, not even a Prefer- 
wative. 


ENTERTAINMENT isnowa Word out of Fafhion, 
and wou’d be quite fergot, were it not kept in ufe by 
the Play-bills, but even here, I oblerve a very con- 
fiderable Difference of Szile, as well as Effec#; for 
not only the 4dvazice Moncy is publickly declared to 
be returned to thefe, who find no Entertainment 
afcer the Play is over, but it is aually done, as | 
wasa pleafed Eye Wirnefs of the other Night myfelf. 
And to what fhall we alcribe this unexpected, fudden 

hange ? Why, ComMon Sensi has appeared in 
Perfon on the Staze. 















































In my Paper, N° VI. fo long ago as Nov. 29, 
1734. I publifhed, but not at the Requeft of the 
Managers, who, I difcover'’d fince, had turned her 
out themfelves, a Hue and Cry after Common 
SENsE, who had quite left the Theatres of this great 
City. About a Month after I received Advice, that 
fhe was retired into the Country, and was protected 
till the Day of his Death, by an honeft Vicar, who, 
in taking her into his Care, fhew’d a Charity, not 
generally practifed by the reft of his Brethren, who 
for the moft Part, are as hard-hearted againft any 
Thing that bears the Shew of Common Senfe, out of 
the Pare, as the mercilefs Banifhers of her, from 
the aboveiaid Theatres. hen this good Man died 
a Gentleman out of the Country fent me a Letter. 
figned Verax, to acquaint me, that he was refolved, 
in Imitation of the Deceafed, to keep Common 
SENse with him, till the Theatres were (once 
more) worthy to receive her. I little thought then 
that Verax, and Mr. F—d—z, were one and the 
{ame Perfon: For tho’ this latter has always appeared 
inclinable to an Alliance with CoMMoN SENséE in 
the main, yet he has at Times taken fuch Liberties 
with her, that fora while I looked upon him as a Per- 
fon in open War with her.—But, to do him Juftice, I 
now think he quitted Common Senfe, in Compliance 
to the vicious Tafte of the Town, and not his ow» - 
thar he referved fhewing the Regard he lad for her, 
in fome of his Pieces, till he knew he fhou’d nor be' 
laugned at, for daring to fhew himfelf a Friend to 
her. Iam themore inclined to this Belief, as abour 
the Tims ComMon Sense left the Theatres, the 
abovefaid Gentleman retired into the Country, where 
he has continued ever fince, till this Winter, that he 
returned, the profeffed Friend to CoMMON SENSE 
whom he brought up with him, and breathing nothing 
bur Revenze againit the vile Ufurpers of her lawful 
Empire, THe Stace. An Exainple worthy Imita- 
tion, and which I venture to recommend to the 
Practice, not the Approbation, (for barely .to ap- 
prove, is negative) of fuch GeNtUus’s, as are left in 
England, in whofe Power it will be, by feconding 
this firft Attempt, and accuftoming the Stage to the 
Sight of COMMON SENSE, to make her at laft, the 
only loved Extertainmzent there. 

But 

















. But I Would not-advifé any, YET, to venture 
her NAKED on that Ground, but to arm her, like 
the Porcupine, a// round, with the SHarps of Wt, 
Satire, and Humour, of the ftrongeft, and .moft 
piercing Kind. Ler it, at firft, like Pictures bigger 
than the Life, command Admiration by the Force 
of its Appearance: By Degrees the Colouring may be 
taken down, and the Terrible foftned. It may after- 
ware be-brought nearer Life, and deal in beautiful 
Proportion, and graceful Attitude, inftead of forcible 
Mu/fcling, and bold Pofture. 


Tue Pathetick and Delicate, in Dramatick 
Common Senfe, (which neverthelefs is the higheft 
Effort Human Genius can reach) would, at prefent 
not be felt. Like a Picture of Correggio, where 
Grace. and. Nature delicately reprefented, fhew all 
the Art of the Painter, and fill the true, rafting 
Connoiffeur with inexpreffible Delight, yet {carce 
draw the Eye of the Vulgar, or the Many; while 
Michael Angelo, rough, grand, bold, that makes 
Nature in every Compofition f{tronger than fhe is, 
never fails of attracting the moft indifferent Eye. 
But to come nearer the prefent Teft of publick 
Tafte for Poetry, I would recommend the Dutch 
and Flemi/b Schools, where Nature is every where 
either low, or. burlefqued. Here the common, in- 
judicious Gazer, juftifies by his own Example the 
Pencil of the Painter; the Pleafure he exprefles in 
looking, putting him in the very owtrageous Attitudes 
of Joy he is laughing at. 


THE ingenious Author of Pafquiz, confcious 
how dangerous it might be, to venture Common 
Senfe in the Stile of Correggio at firft, has, in 
Imitation of fome of the beft of Painters, form’d to 
himfelf a Manner, out of different Stiles, which 
(tho’ the Particularsmay betraced) is, in the whole, 


Original. Thus in the Tragedy we fee the bold, . 


daring Pencil of Michael Angelo. Satires ftart out 
of every Line; they are feen and felt. Even when 
they fmile, they look terrible, and ftrike with Force. 
He has here and there given them a Flemif/h ‘Touch, 
for the fake of the Vu/zar. He has been rather too 
{paring of the Correggio Manner ; for tho’ in fome 

arts his Allegory is delicate in the higheft Degree, 
he has heightned the Colouring fo much, that it 
comes too full and grofs upon us. We lofe the 
Beauty of Simplicity, in the Strength with which #z 
is lay’d on; but he is juftifiable; for, as I obferved 
before, the Pathetick and Delicate is not to be 
ventured yet. Wit, Humour, and Satire, ona Sub- 
(tratum of COMMON SENSE, warmly coloured, mutt 
be preparatory, and have a due Courfe of Admira- 
tion. Icou’d have wiih’d he had been a little lefs 
Flemif> in his Comedy ; for tho’ the Corruption he 
{trikes at would not have been fe/#, had it been lefs 
coarfely hit, than it is pradtifed in the World, I 
gueition, whether fo dangerous a Vice as Corritpiion 


will not lofe of the Difzu/? it ought to infpire by 
being laugh’d at with fo much Wir: A Thing we 
laugh at only, is no longer terrible, . If he had dipped 
his Pencil in the Colours of Michzel Angelo, and 
thewn the terrible Effects of Corruption, in the 
Ruin of.a Borough: or Corporation, be had render’d 
the State a publick Service; but Trapwit will tell us 
It would not have been a true Pidure of Life for 
Boroughs thrive by Corruption. 


SOME Perfons have injudicioufly thought, the 
Poet levels his Satire, (not againft the Abufes of, 
but) againft Religion, Law, and Phyfick, them- 
felves ;. but if they would attend to the Characters 
of the Speakers, they would find, aif that is faid 
is only againft the .4bufe, and not the Foundation 
of each. 


I can’r help dbferving here, with a good deal of 
Mortification, tho’ quite in Favour of the Poet’s 
Skill in judging, what will, or will not fucceed, that 
1t Was a contiderable Time, before the Tragedy, 
(tho” by much the finer Performance of the two) 
made its Way. I have heard it called, ftupid, dull, 


nonfenfical, with other Appellations, modern Cri-.' 
ticks give to what they don’t underftand, and that 


the Comedy fupported it. A fhort, humourous Ad- 


vertifement engaged a clofe Attention, and fet it a. 


going, and now I believe it f{upports the Comedy, 
at leaft it lofes nothing by coming after-it. 


I aM told Pa/7uin is preparing to attack Panto- 


mime, and isto begin with the Fall of Phaeton. 1 
heartily wifh him Succefs ; he is fo much in Vogue 
with all Sorts of Perfons, that I believe, if the 
Thing is practicable, he alone can compafs ir. But 
I wifh his Burlefque of Paxtomime may not be 
formed upon the Model of that, of Tumblers, to 
introduce it on his little Theatre. But let him re- 
flect, that his firft Step towards that, is a Remove 
from Common Sexfe ; to whofe Friendfhip he owes 
{o much alteady, and whom, without the blackeft 
Ingratitude, he can never forfake. Befides, has it 
notappeared, that the very firft Attempt of Commoz 
Sénfe has done more in ane Inftant, than Pantomime 


ever fince its Introduction, and during its long: 


Continuance, has been able to effectuate, PLEASED 
EVERY Bopy! 


But what I now mention, arifes more from’ my 
own Fears, than any Reafon[ have to believe it in- 
tended. Intereftisa very prevailing Argument, ef- 
pecially with Poets; he has fhewn in his E/eiox 
the Power of Gold; let him that knows it fo wel}, 
arm himfelf againft ir, and continue, in all he un- 
dertakes, ‘as he has fo happily begun, to carry Commox 
Sezfe along with him, and never lofe Sight of her 


one Inftant, a 
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Printed for T. Cooper, at the Globe in Pater-nofter Row : 


Where Letters to the AUTHOR are 
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